
Welcome to my September newsletter. It has been another busy few weeks across the

constituency, and I am grateful for every opportunity to meet people, hear their

concerns, and celebrate their successes. From community events and local businesses to

schools and voluntary groups, these conversations remain at the heart of my work. You

can read more about what I’ve been doing below.

 

As ever, if there is anything I can do to help then please do get in touch at

david.reed.mp@parliament.uk or give my office a call on 01395 493213.

With warm regards and best wishes,

 

David

David Reed MP

Member of Parliament for Exmouth and Exeter East

Recent Visits

The Women’s Rugby World Cup
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Exeter’s Sandy Park proudly hosted part of the Women’s Rugby World Cup this year,

with seven matches played in front of packed crowds. Earlier in Westminster I met some

of the players and saw the World Cup trophy, but it was even more special to see the

games here in Exeter. I want to thank Exeter Chiefs and Exeter City Council for helping

put our city firmly on the map. In Parliament I will continue to press for fairer funding

for grassroots sport, so the inspiration of events like this leads to real opportunities for

clubs and young people across Exmouth and Exeter East.

Back British

Farming Day
Back British Farming Day was a chance

to celebrate the huge contribution farmers

make to our communities. Over the past

year I visited farms across Exmouth and

Exeter East and saw the hard work, care

and dedication that goes into producing

world-class food, protecting our

countryside and supporting rural life.

Jack in the Green Pub Visit



I recently visited the Jack in the Green pub, in Rockbeare where I heard how rising costs

are making it harder for pubs and restaurants to keep going. Nearly 3,000 pubs have

already closed since 2020, and more are at risk. I am pressing the Treasury to step in so

these vital community hubs can keep their doors open.

Read more here

Devon Air Ambulance

I was pleased to recently visit Devon Air Ambulance at their Exeter airbase and see first-

hand the outstanding work they do. Last year alone, the team responded to over 2,400

incidents, while also providing long-term support for patients and families beyond the

initial emergency.

https://www.davidreed.uk/news/i-am-pressing-treasury-support-our-local-pubs-and-restaurants?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=September%202025%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email


What stood out most was the dedication of everyone involved, from clinicians and pilots

to patient support staff and volunteers, who deliver care at every stage and not just

during the hospital transfer.

We also spoke about the challenges the service faces: an ageing airbase, reliance on

donations to stay operational, and national issues such as helipad access and workforce

sustainability.

I will continue to do all I can to support this vital service, both locally and in Parliament.

That is why I have joined the All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) for Air

Ambulances UK to make sure their voices are heard in Westminster. My thanks go to

Greg Allen and the entire team for the warm welcome and for everything they do for our

community.

Budleigh Community Workshop

I recently visited the Budleigh Community Workshop Trust and had a brilliant time

meeting Bill and many of the people who use the workshop. It is such a welcoming and

inspiring space.

The workshop is for everyone, whether you work from home and want some company,

need a quiet space for a project, want to learn a new skill, get involved in a community

project, or simply meet new people.

https://www.facebook.com/BudleighCWT?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXeNGMU7SG8IWhEz10RXDQT3fAnvbCoWQ-qD5Xwp1Lj40H0QGBoGv1a7N9Zw-40sqvAwiYhGXbDokyUzskamFwfKoa28XI-xgVb9ytPIbvo0tnCbpPLK5BNEmpz6VrlVRBue4tf2mpkJkuSdtlzHqlNmR3DGxZgg6yiqA-PUwWRcHDShMLW71deUn8-I3VuQS8&__tn__=-%5dK-R&utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=September%202025%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email


The team are friendly, flexible and always on hand to help. The workshop is fully

wheelchair accessible and offers both independent workspaces and supervised sessions.

Since 2020, BCWT has been run by volunteers, bringing people together to share skills,

build confidence and create opportunities.

I look forward to visiting again in the future.

Commando

Training Centre

I recently visited the Commando Training

Centre Royal Marines in Lympstone for

the RMA Corps Family Weekend. The

Corps family is like no other, and I was

grateful to be part of such a special

occasion. It was a real pleasure to catch

up with Bootnecks past, present and

aspiring. My thanks go to the Royal

Marines Association and all the Marines

who organised and delivered such an

enjoyable family event.

Watermeadow Grange Care Home



I had a wonderful visit to Watermeadow Grange Care Home in Topsham. It was a real

pleasure to give a presentation to residents, answer their questions and then be shown

around the home.

A big thank you to Kathryn, the manager, and Lizzie, the programme manager, for

inviting me and taking the time to show me the great work happening there. I’m already

looking forward to coming back again soon.

Budleigh Literary Festival

I enjoyed a wonderful afternoon at the Budleigh Salterton Literary Festival. A big thank

you to Sue and her brilliant team for all their hard work and organisation. The whole

event had such a lovely atmosphere and it was clear how much effort had gone into

making everything run so smoothly.

I especially enjoyed listening to Michael Sheridan’s talk about The Red Emperor in St

Peter’s Church.

I’m already looking forward to next year. The festival is such a highlight for our

community and I feel very lucky to have it right on our doorstep.

https://www.facebook.com/BudleighSaltertonLiteraryFestival?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUoSc72KZ-SOQnYNzqf43Az9jOyVGCs5e77FelVZbOVa5LqxFa8-9e49eqH2lmVRCsLzFoSSXdwv4sa266w8zIPNHlicskD1QEq2oGDaz8zO1ufTZ3ignRhEkn9GID-eEebgmsFcrd3nUDWjqAqW8rR7i-mNBJ81XPEY0h1EdcxFOwe_dlxYs9Huxp-5pDRrm0&__tn__=-%5dK-R&utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=September%202025%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email


Defence and Security Equipment

International (DSEI) Convention

I recently attended the Defence and Security Equipment International (DSEI)

convention, industry leaders expected clarity on the government’s plans. Instead, they

were told once again to wait. Reviews and strategies have been promised, but real action

is still missing.

Companies are clear: without contracts and a route into Ministry of Defence work,

investment will stall, and firms may look abroad. This is happening just as threats grow

more immediate, with Russian drones now crossing NATO airspace.

Britain’s defence sector has the skills and technology to respond. What’s missing is

government commitment. I am working with the Shadow Defence Team to press

ministers to move beyond glossy reviews and start signing contracts, allocating funding,

and giving industry the certainty it needs. National security depends on delivery, not

delay.

Constituency News



I hold regular roaming constituency surgeries so that local people across Exmouth and

Exeter East can meet me directly and raise any concerns. Bookings for November are

now open.

Book here

Bridge Road Scheme

I’ve set out why the Bridge Road scheme in Exeter is so important for communities in

Exmouth and Exeter East. The improvements would cut congestion, improve safety, and

strengthen links across the city and into our part of the county.

I’ve also written to the Minister for the Future of Roads, backing Devon County

Council’s bid for the funding needed to deliver the project. 

Read the full letter here

https://www.davidreed.uk/events?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=September%202025%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email
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Christmas Card Competition

I am delighted to launch my Christmas Card Competition for 2025, which is open to all

primary school aged children across Exmouth and Exeter East.

This year’s theme is: “What does Christmas in Devon mean to you?”

I would like children to capture in their artwork what makes Christmas in our county

special. That might be religious or local traditions, family, friends, community spirit, or

the beauty of Devon at Christmas time.

Further details can be found here

https://www.davidreed.uk/christmas-card-competition-2025?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=September%202025%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email


In Parliament 

Digital IDs

I am firmly against Labour’s plan to introduce national ID cards.

The government should not have this kind of power- especially not in peacetime. While

it’s being sold as a way to crack down on illegal immigration, my fear is that it would

open the door to wider state overreach, both now and under any future government. If

we’re serious about tackling illegal immigration, the answer is to secure our borders

properly, remove the incentives that encourage people to come here illegally, and make

sure those who do so are returned.

Some people argue that ID cards could make life easier by speeding up access to public

services. But let’s be honest, putting all of our personal information into one system at a

time when cyber theft is rampant is a huge risk. Having worked in software engineering,

I know that no system is ever 100% secure. Why would we hand such a valuable target

to hostile states or organised crime?

This plan is still only at the early stages, but I'll be opposing it every step of the way. I'll

keep you updated as it develops and I'd really like to hear what you think, whether you

agree with me or not.

The English Devolution Bill and Local

Reorganisation 

Recent analysis shows that moving from our current two-tier system to a single unitary

authority could actually be more expensive for taxpayer. Councils must be fully

transparent about the true costs, because it will be local people who ultimately foot the

bill. While there are clear benefits to councils working more closely together and

speaking with one voice for Devon, reorganisation must not come at the expense of local

accountability.

https://www.countycouncilsnetwork.org.uk/bbc-story-on-local-government-reorganisation-savings-and-costs-ccn-responds/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=September%202025%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email


Too often, councils appear to act in their own interests rather than working

collaboratively. Cranbrook stands as an example of where this breakdown has created

real difficulties for local people.

Meanwhile, Government has set ambitious housing targets, 1.5 million new homes

nationally and proposals for new towns such as Marlcombe. These are huge

undertakings, and decisions must be shaped with local communities, not imposed upon

them.

As it moves through Parliament, I will continue to stand up for Exmouth and Exeter

East, pressing to keep local voices at the heart of shaping our future.

Employment Rights Bill

The Government’s new Employment Rights Bill is already creating unease among small

businesses here in Exmouth and Exeter East and across the country. It would establish a

powerful new regulator with sweeping powers to inspect workplaces and issue fines,

adding fresh layers of red tape and costs that business groups estimate could reach £4.5

billion a year.

Local firms tell me they are already grappling with rising costs and staff shortages. Their

concerns and mine is that this Bill will make it harder to hire, grow, and create the jobs

our communities need.

I want to be clear: I support both workers and businesses. The previous Government

improved rights on flexible working, parental leave, redundancy protections and fair

tips, alongside delivering record increases in the National Living Wage. Those were

practical, balanced reforms. By contrast, this Bill has been rushed to meet a political

pledge, not developed through proper consultation.

I am urging ministers to pause, consult widely, and work with us on changes that

strengthen rights without undermining small businesses or damaging the wider economy.

Because if businesses are driven under by excessive red tape, you can promise all the

rights in the world but there will be no jobs left for people to exercise them.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6842fa6e4d039a010411f076/employment-rights-bill-economic-analysis.pdf?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=September%202025%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email
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Looking Ahead

September has been busy with visits to businesses, community groups and charities

across Exmouth and Exeter East. These conversations are always valuable, giving me a

clearer picture of the challenges people are facing and the opportunities we can build on

locally.

As Parliament returns from recess, I will continue meeting with local people, hearing

their concerns, and making sure those views are represented in Westminster. Thank you

for your continued support and engagement. I remain committed to championing the

issues that matter most to our community.

As ever, if there is anything I can do to help then please do get in touch at

David.reed.mp@parliament.uk or give my office a call on 01395 493213

David Reed MP

Member of Parliament for Exmouth and Exeter East

david.reed.mp@parliament.uk

01395 493213
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