
Welcome to my newsletter reflecting on my work throughout October. It has

been a busy month across the constituency, with many opportunities to meet

local people, understand local priorities and support community activity. At the

beginning of the month Parliament returned and I’m settling back into

Westminster while continuing to make sure Exmouth and Exeter East are well

represented. A particular highlight locally this month was taking part in a

fundraising firewalk for Hospiscare. You can read more about what I have been

up to below.

 

As ever, if there is anything I can do to help then please do get in touch at

david.reed.mp@parliament.uk or give my office a call on 01395 493213.

With warm regards and best wishes,

 

David

David Reed MP

Member of Parliament for Exmouth and Exeter East

Recent Highlights

Courtney's Cider Farm
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I had a great visit to Courtneys of Whimple to see their cider-making process

and hear more about how they’re supporting local farming and sustainability.

I always enjoy meeting local producers who are so passionate about what they

do and proud to showcase the best of Devon.

They were also featured on Escape to the Country back in May- you can watch

the episode on BBC iPlayer here.

Two Drifters Distillery
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A big thank you to Russ and Gemma for the warm welcome at Two Drifters

Distillery in Exeter. It was inspiring to hear their journey and to see first-hand

how they’ve built such an innovative, sustainable business right here in our

region.

Politics South West



I was on Politics South West earlier this month discussing some of the key

issues affecting our region.

We covered a range of important topics including proposed housing

developments, taxes on packaging, and the impact of both the previous and

upcoming Budgets on local businesses, hospitality, and tourism.

If you missed the programme, you can catch up now on BBC iPlayer.

Great South West Conference

I recently attended the Great South West Business Conference at Sandy Park in

Exeter. The event brought together businesses, local leaders, and organisations

from across the region to discuss how we can continue strengthening the South

West economy and supporting sustainable growth.

Exeter Airport

I had a fantastic afternoon recently visiting Exeter Airport. It was great to have a

tour of the site and to meet members of the TUI cabin crew, who do such an

excellent job representing our region.

Exmouth in Bloom Awards
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Last week, I attended the Exmouth in Bloom Awards Ceremony and had the

pleasure of presenting the awards for the In Your Neighbourhood category.

There were 23 well-deserving entries, each showcasing the amazing community

spirit and hard work that make Exmouth such a great place to live.

Before presenting the awards, I spoke about how these projects highlight what

can be achieved when people come together to take pride in their town. It was a

real pleasure to celebrate everyone’s efforts and recognise the dedication that

goes into keeping Exmouth looking its best.

Dinan Way Link Road



I last visited the Dinan Way Link Road site in December, so it was fantastic to

return and see just how much progress has been made.

The new link will finally connect Dinan Way to the A376, easing congestion

through Exmouth, improving road safety and supporting local businesses and

future growth.

The project is being delivered by Devon County Council and funded by a

number of partners in conjunction with the funding given by the previous

Government.

I’m looking forward to seeing the works continue and to the road opening early

next year.

Exmouth Town FC



I was recently invited to visit Exmouth Town FC   and really enjoyed meeting

everyone at the club.

It was great to see the passion and commitment of everyone involved at

Exmouth Town. Thank you to the club for the warm welcome and for everything

you do to support local football.

Hospiscare Firewalk



I recently took part in a Fire Walk, which involved walking barefoot across hot

embers. It was a great experience and even better to be supporting Hospice

Care in Devon and the amazing work they do. You can find out more about their

services and upcoming events on their website.

2025 Christmas Card Competition
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I was delighted to launch my Christmas Card Competition for 2025, which is

open to all primary school aged children across Exmouth and Exeter East.

This year’s theme is: “What does Christmas in Devon mean to you?”

I would like children to capture in their artwork what makes Christmas in our

county special. That might be religious or local traditions, family, friends,

community spirit, or the beauty of Devon at Christmas time.

Further details can be found here: Christmas Card Competition 2025 | David

Reed
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Coming Up...



In Parliament 

Property Service Charges Debate

Many local people across Exmouth and Exeter East have contacted me about

rising property service charges and problems with the management company
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FirstPort. People are paying more each year but still seeing poor maintenance,

unanswered calls, and little transparency about where their money goes.

In Parliament, I’ve raised these concerns directly, calling for greater

accountability, clearer information for leaseholders, and fairer standards across

the sector.

China Question

The collapse of the China espionage case in Parliament has sent shock waves

through Westminster and raised serious questions about the protection of our

democracy. The Prime Minister has failed to explain why the case fell apart and

has chosen to shift blame onto officials rather than take responsibility. This issue

will not go away. For the good of the country, the government must now provide

a clear and honest account of what happened.

Transport Letter

I wrote to the Transport Secretary to raise the ongoing disruption on the London

to Exeter line, where emergency speed restrictions have been in place since

August. I am very pleased that Great Western Railway have now confirmed that

the full timetable will finally be reinstated from the 29th November, bringing an

end to the temporary reduced service.  While this  a very  welcome  update,

we can’t ignore that many local people have faced months of serious delays and

uncertainty. 
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We must ensure such disruption cannot happen again so  I have  urged the

Government to prioritise long term investment in the West of England line to

make it more reliable and resilient, and to ensure our communities have the

transport links they need. This is an issue I will continue to campaign on.

Read my letter here: I’ve written to the Transport Secretary about London–

Exeter rail disruption | David Reed

National News

Conservative Party Conference 2025

This month I attended the Conservative Party Conference, in Manchester. It was

genuinely refreshing to hear sensible ideas rooted in economic reality. This is

the kind of Conservative Party I have been hoping for and working to see return.

I know many people are not yet ready to listen to my party, and I completely

understand why. But for the sake of our country, we need thoughtful, practical

approaches to the challenges we face, and crucially, we must once again learn

to live within our means.

At conference, we set out policies that reflect core conservative values. A new

fiscal rule will ensure that savings are shared responsibly- between cutting debt,

driving growth, and reducing taxes, showing that we can be both prudent and

ambitious.

You can read my article here: David Reed column: Building a renewed

Conservative Party | Exmouth Journal

Looking Ahead

In the weeks ahead I will continue spending time across Exmouth and Exeter

East, following up on recent conversations about local transport, housing

management companies, and support for small businesses. In Westminster, I

will continue raising these priorities with Ministers and making sure our area is
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heard. I look forward to staying in close contact with many of you as these plans

progress.

As ever, if there is anything I can do to help then please do get in touch at

David.reedmp@parliament.uk or give my office a call on 01395 493213

David Reed MP

Member of Parliament for Exmouth and Exeter East

david.reed.mp@parliament.uk

01395 493213
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