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Member of Parliament for

After taking a short break over Christmas, it was great to return in January
feeling rested and ready for the year ahead.

This month, my team and | have been out across the constituency visiting a
wide range of local organisations- from farms to the Royal Marines- hearing
directly about the opportunities and challenges they face.

In Parliament, I've been speaking on issues including business rates, as well as
the impact of mobile phones and social media use on children.

Closer to home, the cancellation of this year’s local elections has
understandably raised questions for many residents, and | know there is interest
in what this means for local decision-making going forward.

As ever, if there is anything | can do to help then please do get in touch at
david.reed.mp@parliament.uk or give my office a call on 01395 493213.

With warm regards and best wishes,

David
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David Reed MP
Member of Parliament for Exmouth and Exeter East
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Local, County and Regional Issues

My Annual Report for 2025 is now available.

It includes an update on my work for local people across Exmouth and Exeter
East, including key campaigns and the casework support delivered by my
constituency team.

Printed copies have been delivered across the constituency. If you have not
received one, please contact my office and we will be happy to assist.

Click here to read my annual report

Exmouth UXO
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The bomb uncovered was a 250kg Luftwaffe bomb dropped during World War

Two.

This was a significant explosive, capable of causing serious harm.

Compounding the risk, it had been dredged up and was sitting on the deck of a
dredger containing thousands of litres of fuel, suddenly presenting a very real
danger to the surrounding community.

Evacuating hundreds of households from their homes for two nights was not a
decision taken lightly.

It was a major operation, and | want to thank every local person who had to
leave their home, often at very short notice, for your patience and cooperation.

| am also acutely aware of the impact on local businesses forced to close and
lose vital income.

Throughout the incident, my team and | dealt with a steady stream of casework
from local people and businesses, helping to point those affected towards the
right support and making sure urgent concerns were raised quickly.

Well-established protocols were immediately put in place, and they worked
exactly as they should.



| was briefed at the command centre and reassured by the professionalism of
those leading the response.

An assistance centre was established at the LED Leisure Centre, where the
LED staff, council officers and volunteers supported local people while the
cordon was in place.

Many people involved in the response worked extraordinary hours with very little
rest, and | am grateful for the way the community pulled together at short notice.

It is important to recognise just how many organisations came together to keep
Exmouth safe, and there are so many more people involved that it would be
impossible to name everyone.

| would like to thank the Royal Navy and Army bomb disposal teams, Devon and
Cornwall Police, HM Coastguard, Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue
Service, South West Ambulance Service, the RNLI in Exmouth, Mountain
Rescue, Cave Rescue, South West 4x4 Response, the Rapid Relief Team,
Devon County Council, East Devon District Council, Exmouth Harbour Master,
Exeter Port Authority, Greendale, National Highways, and all other council staff,
volunteers, LED staff and support services involved.

It makes me so grateful that my family live in a community like this, where
people look out for one another and pull together when it matters most.

Supporting Our Farming Community




After months of tireless campaigning by farmers in our area and across the
whole country, | am genuinely delighted that the Government has finally listened
and reversed course on its proposed family farm tax. Raising the threshold from
£1 million to £2.5 million is a significant step forward and a clear recognition that
the original policy would have caused real harm. Common sense has prevailed,

and that is down to the persistence, professionalism, and unity of our farming
community.

While this decision is welcome, the job is not finished. Other family businesses
are still affected by Labour’s tax raid, and we will keep pushing until the tax is
lifted from them too. Family run businesses, whether on farms or on high
streets, face many of the same pressures and deserve a tax system that
supports those who work hard and build successful businesses that serve our
communities and country.

Farmers and family businesses alike deserve long term certainty and a fair
approach that reflects economic reality. | will continue to stand up for those who
work our land, sustain our countryside, and underpin our local economy, until
they get the fair deal they deserve.

BBC Radio Devon



| enjoyed being on BBC Radio Devon this morning with Caroline Densley. We
talked about issues including the recent World War 2 bomb in Exmouth,
sewage, house building, and plenty of other local and national topics.

Click here to listen on BBC Sounds

Local Elections Cancelled
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Earlier this month, | received confirmation from the Secretary of State that
Exeter’s local elections have been cancelled and delayed for a year. This is the
wrong decision.

Local people across Exeter will be rightly furious that they’re being denied the
chance to vote. As I've said before, this raises serious questions of trust and
accountability.

Exeter Labour previously gave clear commitments that elections would go
ahead in May 2026. The public now deserves a straight answer: why have those
assurances been abandoned and who decided local people should be kept
waiting?

We also know Plymouth City Council is pressing ahead with elections. So it
clearly can be done. Why not here? Local authorities are resourced to run
elections, and politics should never determine whether local people get their say.

In a recent article, the Secretary of State claimed nobody wanted these
“pointless” elections anyway. Judging by the correspondence my office has
received from local people across Exeter, | don’t believe that for a second.
People care deeply about having their say - and they care even more when

politicians try to take it away.

The Labour Party have robbed you of your vote. Labour in Exeter asked for this
delay, and Labour in government has now signed it off. If they were confident in



their record, they would face the ballot box.

In Parliament

Welcoming the Royal Marines to
Parliament

| was pleased to attend the UK Commando Force showcase in Speaker’s Court
last week and to meet with the Royal Marines alongside colleagues from the
Shadow Defence team.

It was also a good opportunity to see some of the kit on display and discuss how
this equipment supports the UK Commando Force in delivering its operational
role.

Following the event, | took them on a tour of Parliament, including a visit into the
Chamber to watch a debate.



Northern Ireland Veterans

Early this month the Government brought the Northern Ireland Troubles (Legacy
and Reconciliation) Act 2023, (Remedial) Order 2025 before the House of
Commons.

[, along with my Conservative colleagues, voted decisively against this Remedial
Order. It tears up the conditional immunity that protects veterans from
prosecution and reopens the door for former service personnel to be hauled
before the courts decades after they served their country. This is not about
justice or reconciliation. It is about exposing veterans to endless and vexatious
legal action for events that took place in the most dangerous and complex
circumstances imaginable decades ago.

The Shadow Defence team and | will continue to oppose this reckless attempt to
undermine the protections afforded to our veterans. We will keep fighting to
defend those who defended us, and we will not stop standing up for the men
and women who put their lives on the line for this country.

Click here to read my full article

Social Media Ban
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Children in Britain are spending hours online every day, and new evidence
suggests that up to 70 percent are being exposed to videos showing real life
violence. As a parent, | find this deeply troubling. Social media platforms were
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not designed with children’s wellbeing in mind, yet they now play a central role in
many young people’s lives.

Growing exposure to violent and extremist content is linked to poor mental
health, disrupted sleep, and increasing isolation. Without meaningful action to
change what children see online, there is a real risk of long term harm. Doing

nothing is not an option.

| raised these concerns directly with the Minister, asking what more is being
done to protect children and what lessons we can learn from countries such as
Australia, where social media use for under 16s is restricted. While | welcome
the Government’s commitment to consult on tighter rules, consultation must not
replace urgent action.

This issue is felt locally too. At the end of 2024, | received nearly a thousand
letters from pupils at St Peter’'s Secondary School in Exeter, many speaking
openly about mental health struggles. Those letters were sobering and
reinforced my determination to push for stronger protections.

Over the last year, | have also begun work on developing a mental health
resilience programme for schools, alongside efforts to strengthen online
safeguards. | recently brought together schools, health professionals, and
community groups for the first roundtable discussion. This work is at an early
stage, but my focus is clear.

Protecting children must remain a priority. The decisions we take now on social
media and online safety will shape the world the next generation grows up in,
and we owe it to them to act.

General Debate On Ukraine
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Earlier in the month, | had the honour of closing the House of Commons general
debate on Ukraine on behalf of the Opposition, setting out why this moment in
the conflict matters so deeply for Ukraine, for Europe and for our own security. |
spoke about the very real human and practical consequences of this war, from
energy security to cyber attacks, and why the outcome will shape how hostile
states judge the resolve of the west.

Business Rates

The Chancellor announced a limited relief package for pubs in response to the

very taxes this Labour Government has imposed on them. While | welcome the

fact that ministers have finally listened to the sector, this action has come far too
late.

This announcement amounts to little more than a sticking plaster over a gaping
wound. The average pub is still set to pay £5,300 more in business rates under
Labour.

There is also a complete lack of relief for retail, leisure and hospitality
businesses more broadly - all of which are facing a steep increase in business
rates in just eight weeks’ time. | am hearing from businesses right across
Exmouth and Exeter East that the pressure extends well beyond pubs alone.

Retailers, cafés, small independents and other local firms have been in touch to
say that business rates are adding real strain at a time when costs remain high
and trading conditions are still challenging.



Emergency relief is not the same as meaningful reform. There is still much to do
to create a fairer, more sustainable business rates system that properly supports
the businesses that keep our town centres and communities alive.

| will continue to push for permanent business rates relief for retail, hospitality
and leisure businesses.

Chagos Deal

The Government’s proposed deal to hand over sovereignty of the Chagos
Islands, including the strategically vital joint United Kingdom and United States
military base on Diego Garcia.

| remain firmly opposed to this proposal. The Government plans to transfer
sovereignty to Mauritius and then lease back territory Britain already owns, at a
cost of around £35 billion to British taxpayers. This is unnecessary and deeply
damaging to our national interest.

| have raised this issue repeatedly in the House of Commons. Most recently, |
challenged Ministers on a clear contradiction in their position. The former
Foreign Secretary stated last year that if the United States did not support this
deal, it would not go ahead. The United States has since made its opposition
clear, yet the Government is pressing on regardless.

Following pressure from the Conservatives, Ministers have now been forced to
pause the legislation needed to ratify the deal. Even Downing Street cannot say
when it will return to Parliament, highlighting the chaos surrounding this
agreement.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hR4ap6bb7yo&utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=January%202025%20Newstletter&utm_medium=email
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hR4ap6bb7yo&utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=January%202025%20Newstletter&utm_medium=email

Looking Ahead

The weeks ahead will be busy both in Westminster and here in Exmouth and
Exeter East.

In Parliament, | will continue to focus on the issues that matter most locally,
including supporting economic growth and businesses, while making sure that
new legislation works for communities like ours and reflects the realities people

face in their everyday lives, not just decisions made in Whitehall.

Back home, | will be holding further advice surgeries and meeting with local
organisations and businesses, listening to concerns and offering help wherever |
can.

As always, if there is an issue you would like me to raise, or if you need support
with a problem, please do get in touch. Your experiences and views shape the
work | do, and | am grateful to everyone who takes the time to share them.

David Reed MP

Member of Parliament for Exmouth and Exeter East
david.reed.mp@parliament.uk
01395 493213
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