As we move into a New Year, | want to reflect on the past 12 months and thank
you for the privilege of serving as your Member of Parliament. Standing up for
our home and fighting for the issues that matter most to people in Exmouth and
Exeter East remains the greatest honour of my life, and it continues to guide
everything | do.

Throughout the year, my focus has been on delivering the commitments | made
during the general election campaign. Whether in Westminster or in the
constituency, my priority has been to ensure our voice is heard and that local
concerns are taken seriously.

| have worked closely with MPs, councillors, and local leaders from across the
political spectrum, because improving our area should never be about party

politics. It should always be about doing what is right for our community.

| wish you a very happy New Year and all the very best for the year ahead.

Sewage Pollution: Holding Water
Companies to Account



One of the issues | have spent a great deal of time on this year is sewage

pollution and the performance of water companies.

At the start of 2025, | successfully lobbied to sit on the committee responsible
for strengthening the Water Special Measures Bill. | was proud to see a
genuinely cross-party effort to ensure this legislation has real force behind it.
The new framework will give regulators proper powers and ensure water
companies face serious consequences when they fail customers or damage the
environment.

Alongside this national work, my team and | have organised local water summits
that bring together councillors from every political party, ensuring South West
Water brief local leaders directly on its performance and any upcoming planned
works. The involvement of organisations such as the Environment Agency and
ESCAPE has also been invaluable, providing expert insight and independent
challenge.

Fixing decades of underinvestment will take time and determination, but by

applying pressure locally and changing the law nationally, | am confident we are
now on a path towards real improvement.

Young People's Mental Health



In late December 2024, | received nearly 1,000 handwritten letters from pupils at

St Peter's Secondary School in Exeter. Many shared deeply personal
experiences of anxiety, stress, self harm, and suicidal thoughts. The message
was clear. Mental health challenges are increasing, but access to support is not
keeping pace.

| raised these concerns directly with the Prime Minister. However, | also believe
strongly that we should not wait for national solutions when young people in our
community need help now.

Over the past year, | have been working with school leaders, university
academics, and experts from the Royal Marines to develop a practical local
approach focused on mental fitness, resilience, and peer support. Alongside
access to clinical services where required, this work aims to help young people
build coping strategies and support one another before problems reach crisis
point.

This work is still at an early stage, but it is driven entirely by the voices of local
pupils who asked for help, and | am determined to see it through.



Serving on the Shadow Defence
Team

In Parliament, | was appointed to the front bench this year and now serve on the
Shadow Defence Team. After 16 years in the Royal Marines, the defence
industry, and national security, it has been a privilege to focus on ensuring our

country is properly prepared for the challenges of an increasingly unstable
world.

Local Infrastructure: Progress and
Pressure for Investment



Infrastructure has been another major priority. Roads and public services have

not always kept pace with the scale of housebuilding in our area.

| have been pleased to see real progress on the Dinan Way link road, which will
finally complete the ring road around Exmouth, and | look forward to its opening
early this year.

| have also been pressing for funding to improve Bridge Road in Exeter, a vital
route that urgently needs investment. | will continue to hold local councils to
account to ensure that new homes are delivered alongside the roads, transport
links, and services that communities need.



Protecting Access to Banking

Access to everyday services remains a concern for many residents, particularly
banking.

Throughout the year, my team and | have been building the case for a banking
hub in Budleigh Salterton. Access to cash and face to face banking is vital for
local people and businesses, and we will keep pushing hard for this important
facility.

A Stronger Voice for the South West

Too often, our region has missed out on major government funding because of
fragmented approaches and a lack of coordination. | was therefore delighted to
be elected as a Vice Chair of the All Party Parliamentary Group for the Great
South West.

Working with colleagues from all parties, my aim is to ensure our shared
priorities are clearly heard and that our region gets the investment it deserves.

Standing up for Local Businesses



Standing up for local businesses remains close to my heart. Having run a small
business before entering Parliament, | understand the pressures employers and
entrepreneurs face, from rising costs to high taxes and inflation.

| will continue to champion our business community locally and in Westminster,
and to make sure the realities faced by businesses in Exmouth and Exeter East
are understood at the heart of government.

This is just a snapshot of the work | have been doing over the past year. You
can find much more detail about my work both in Parliament and across

Exmouth and Exeter East in my Annual Report below.



Annual Report

Stay in Touch

My team and | are always here to help. You can contact us at any time at
david.reed.mp@parliament.uk.

| wish you a very happy New Year and all the very best for the year ahead.
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