April has been another busy month, both in Westminster and across Exmouth
and Exeter East.

Locally, I've been out meeting local businesses, visiting community groups, and
hearing directly from local people about the issues that matter most to them,
from rising costs hitting small businesses and the future of local planning, to the
power of sport to bring communities together.

In Parliament, I've continued pushing the Government on national security and
defence, challenged the Prime Minister directly over the appointment of Peter
Mandelson, and kept up the pressure on phones in schools and social media
usage for under 16s - where sustained Conservative effort has finally forced a
change in approach.

As ever, if there is anything | can do to help then please do get in touch at
david.reed.mp@parliament.uk or give my office a call on 01395 493213.

With warm regards and best wishes,

David

David Reed MP

Member of Parliament for Exmouth and Exeter East
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Recent Highlights

Women's World Cup Trophy Visit

It was a pleasure to attend the Lord Mayor’s reception at Exeter College to welcome the
Women’s Rugby World Cup trophy back to the city.

Exeter played a hugely important role as a host city, and it was wonderful to see that
recognised, not only for the success of the tournament itself, but for the lasting impact it

has had in inspiring more girls and young women to get involved in rugby.

The games played at Sandy Park brought so much energy to Exeter, and the Chiefs
helped create a real sense of excitement and pride across our city. That atmosphere

showed just how powerful sport can be in bringing communities together.
It was especially encouraging to see so many children from across Devon taking part in

training sessions on the day. Events like this show the real legacy major sporting

occasions can leave behind in our communities.

Business Roundtable



I recently held a Business Roundtable in Exmouth.

It was a chance to hear directly about the pressures that are impacting local businesses.
Rising business rates, higher National Insurance, energy costs and wage pressures are all

biting, and many were clear that government policy is a big part of the problem.
We had a really useful mix of voices in the room, from family-run businesses to leisure,
retail, and community representatives. The message was consistent: costs are going up,

risk is harder to take, and running a small business is becoming more difficult.

I’ll be taking these points back to Westminster and continuing to push for a more

realistic approach that reflects the pressure businesses are under.

Woodbury CrosskFit PI



I recently visited Woodbury CrossFit PI
to chat all things business, especially the
rising costs facing small businesses and
the role fitness businesses play in
community health and easing pressure on
the NHS.

It was a valuable discussion and I will
continue to press the government for
fairer policies that cut the cost of doing

business.

I had a great time joining Exmouth Amateur Boxing Club for a training session recently.

It was a real pleasure to see the dedication of the coaches and members, and to hear
about their exciting plans for a new venue at Warren View. The club is a fantastic
community asset, and I look forward to visiting their new gym when it opens and seeing

it welcomed as a great community hub.

Pint With Your MP



It was great to see such a strong turnout at the New Fountain Inn in Whimple for our
Pint with Your MP earlier this month.

We covered a wide range of issues and had some constructive conversations - thank you

to everyone who came along and shared their views.
My thanks as well to the pub for hosting us so warmly.

I’m looking forward to holding more of these events across Exmouth and Exeter East in

the coming months, so do keep an eye out.

New Funding for Nightingale
Hospital

I am pleased to see the Department for Health and Social Care allocating significant new
funding to local NHS services, including investment in the Nightingale Hospital in our

constituency.

The Nightingale in Exeter is already playing an important role in supporting patients
across Devon, particularly by expanding access to vital diagnostic services and helping
to tackle waiting times. This kind of investment is exactly what is needed to ensure

people can get the care they need more quickly and closer to home.

As you will know, improving access to health and social care has always been a key

priority of mine. This funding is a positive step forward for our area.

I will continue working cross party with fellow MPs, ministers and our local Integrated
Care Board to make the case for our community and ensure we keep improving local

services.



May's Field Development

After meeting a local group at one of my advice surgeries, I was invited to Topsham to
hear directly from local people about concerns over the proposed May’s Field
development.

Planning decisions are made by the local authority, which holds legal responsibility. But
when concerns are raised, particularly about the process, or a lack of joined up thinking

around infrastructure, it is vital they are properly heard and acknowledged.

I will continue listening to local communities and pushing to ensure the correct process

1s followed.

BBC Radio 5 Live

Earlier this month, I dialled in to BBC 5 Live to discuss a range of challenges currently
facing our country, from energy security to international conflict, it was a good

discussion, if you’d like to listen, you can do so below:

Local Elections

Exeter goes to the polls this Thursday and if your ward is one of those voting, I'd
encourage you to back the Conservative candidates committed to putting local people
first.


https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m002tn7s?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=April%202026%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email

Labour has run Exeter City Council for years, and the results speak for themselves.
Council tax has gone up, services have been squeezed, and the administration even tried
to cancel these elections to avoid facing voters. Local people deserve better and

Thursday is the chance to say so.

Not every part of the city votes every year. Exeter's 39 councillors are elected in thirds,
with around 13 seats contested each May. If you live in the East Devon district rather
than the city, your next district council elections are not until May 2027. East Devon
elects all 60 of its councillors at once, every four years. It's worth checking whether your

area is included before Thursday: electoralcommission.org.uk

Polling stations are open from 7am to 10pm. Don't forget to bring a valid photo ID.

In Parliament

Update on the Social Media ban for under 16s

The Government has backed down on phones in schools and social media usage for

under 16s.

After sustained pressure from the Conservatives, and a rebellion in the House of Lords,
they are now moving to make restrictions on mobile phone use a legal requirement
rather than optional guidance and social media for under 16s to be more tightly

regulated.

This change has been a long time coming. It is a really positive step in the right
direction, but there is a long way to go until it becomes law. I will continue to push for

the government to make the right decision for our young people.

Peter Mandelson's Appointment as US
Ambassador

I asked the Prime Minister directly about the appointment of Peter Mandelson.

He has chosen to blame civil servants, however, other than Sir Olly Robbins, he cannot
tell us who they are, whether they are still paid by the taxpayer, or whether a single one

has been suspended.


http://electoralcommission.org.uk/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=April%202026%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email

He is blaming people he cannot identify, for a decision he claims he knew nothing about,
while those responsible may still be at their desks today.

And if anyone in the civil service knows more about how this decision was truly made,

now is the time to speak up.

North Atlantic Submarine Activity Statement

As part of my Shadow Defence role, I had the opportunity to respond to the recent
Ministerial Statement on the North Atlantic submarine activity on behalf of the official

opposition.

The shadow fleet consists of hundreds of tankers, often registered in countries with little
connection to their actual owners, moving sanctioned Russian oil around the world. The
revenue they generate helps fund Putin's war in Ukraine. Disrupting this network is not a

side issue. It is central to weakening Russia's ability to keep fighting.

Russia has formalised military escorts for these vessels through the English Channel and
the Baltic. The message from Moscow could not be clearer: they are testing whether we
will enforce our own position. We have not done so. A line was drawn, and it has not

been upheld.
That weakens deterrence rather than strengthening it.

The shadow fleet is not going away. Russia is flagging more of these vessels directly,
which only sharpens the questions we face. Britain has the capabilities, the legal basis,
and the allies to act. The problem is not beyond us. But it requires a government

prepared to mean what it says. You can watch the full video below:


https://youtu.be/NaXT5xFjMSc?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=April%202026%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email
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Looking Ahead

May looks set to be another busy month across Exmouth and Exeter East, with local
elections taking place on the 7th May and, in Westminster, the King’s Speech opening a

new parliamentary session.
I hope you are enjoying the brighter days as we head further into spring.

As ever, if I can be of any assistance to you, please do not hesitate to get in touch at

david.reed.mp@parliament.uk or give my office a call on 01395 493213.

David Reed MP

Member of Parliament for Exmouth and Exeter East
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